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5 1 Briefly P ropos d for the Inſtruction of 3 


The Defires of ſome, from their obſervin the Tonorance of ſeveral well-meaning People in this Point, have 
produced this ſhort and haſty Eſſay, which is thewiſe ſent abroad to excite ſome abler Perſon to do it better, 


- ——— A 3 


HE Light of Reaſon, and the Nature of all Human Societies, 
prove, Thatthere ought to be a Government in the Church, 
II. As Moſes was Faithful, as a Servant in the Houſe of 


T. 


was no leſs Faithful over his own Houſe, Heb. 3. 5, 6. in appointing a par- 
ticular Form of Government therein. 
Fir, Apoſtles : Secondly, Prophets: Thirdly, Teachers — Helps, Govern- 
ments — 1 Cor. 12. 28. Whoever be underſtood by theſe Governments, 
yet tis plain, That GOD hath Ser them in the Church. The Keyes of the 
Tinedom of Heaven are given to Church Officers, as Stewards in an 


Houſe, to open and ſhut, to admit and exclude, Matth. 16. 19. And a 


Power or Authority was given by the Lord CHRIST, the only King and 
Head of his Church, to the Apoſtles, for Edification, as the End of 
Church Government, 2 Cor. 10, 8. Rulers are mentioned in Scripture, 
and ſuch as watch for Souls, Heb. 13. 7, 17. 1 Tbeſſ. 5. 12. and Rules arg 


iven them for the right Management of their 'Fruft, It is therefore evi- 


nt, 1. That CHRIST hath eftabliſhed a particular Form of Govern- 
ment in his Church, 2. That it is not left to the Will of Civil Ma- 
giſtrats, to ſet up in the Chutch what Government they pleaſe: For : 
the Magiſtrat, as a Nurſing Father, I. 60. 10, 16. and as the Miniſter c 
GOD for Good. Re. 13.4. is to protect, defend and maintain the Church, 
and to take Care, That all things be done in the Houle of the GOD 
of Heaven according to Scripture-Pattern, as the Godly Kings of old did 
in a Civil Way ; Yet the Proper, Spiritual, Internal and Formal Power 
of Church Government is not given to the Magiſtrate, ev'n tho a Chriſti» 
an; N 
a — Keyes of Docttine and Diſcipline are entruſted. Nor did the Church 
| of CHRIST want its Goverhment, and the Exerciſe thereof in all its 
Parts, before the Magiſtrat bepame Chriſtian, which was not till about 
Three Hundred Years after CHRIST. 3 

III. This Government in the Church is committed by CHRIST to his 
own Officets and Rulers, which he hath Set in the Church, 1 Cor. 12. 28. 
And GOD hath Ser ſome Ce, Epb. 4. 11. He gave ſome Apoſtles — 
Theſe extraordinary Office-Bearers Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts being 
ceaſed, the Government and Exerciſe thereof remains in Paſtors an- 
Teachers, the ordinary ſtanding Officers, who muſt continue till their 
End be attained, till the perfeRting of the Body of CHRIST, that is, 
Till Time ſhall be no more. Theſe. are they who are exhorted to take 
heed to the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Over- 
ſeers, As 20. 28, They are called Stewards, 1 Cor, 4. 1. Ambaſſadors, 
2 Cor. 5.20, Rulers over you in the Lord, 1 Toi. 5. 12: Theit Qualifi- 
cations are propos'd, 1 Tim. 3. 2 — 8. Tit. 1,6 — 10. And they are not 


only to Preach the Word, and Adminiſter the Sacraments, but to Ordaia- 
Miniſters; 1 Tim. 4. 14. and authoritatively to inflit Cenſures, 1 Cor. 5. 4. 


AF Tim, 5. 20. 3 2 f FIT 2 
IV. The Lord JESUS hath committed both the Keyes of Doctrine and 
Diſcipline to all his Servants in the Miniſtry jointly and alike, that is, He 


ments, but with the Power alſo of Governing the Church: They are 
therefore to Act in Parity, or with equal Juriſdiction, and none to u- 
ſurp Dominion, Prelacy, orSuperiority of Power over others. Our Lord 


checks the Affectation of Lordſhip in his Miniſters, Ir ſhall not be ſo among 
2 the Keyes to them all alike, 7ob. 20. 21,23. 


you, Mat. 20. 26. He 
and gives them their 


on alike, Mat. 28. 19, 20. and they are to 
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GOD, in appointing a Government over the Jewiſh Church, 
according to the Pattern ſhe wed him, ſo CHRIS T, as a Son, 


He hath Set ſome in the Church, 


neither is he any where reck' ned among Church Officers, to whom - 


He dering, ( otherwiſe the Magiſtrat ou 
hath equally entruſted them not only with diſpenſing Word and Sacra- 
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feed the Flock, and not to be Lords over GOD's Heretage, but, in all Hu- 
-mility, to be ſubject one to another, 1 Pet. 5, 2— 5, The Fewer muſt 
be determined by the Greater Number, There muſt be a Subordination 
of Judicatories, but a Parity of Perſons; and all Superiority of Power is 
contrary to Sctipture: For, 1. The Name Biſhop or Over-ſeer is com- 
mon toall CHRIST's Miniſters, Phil. 1. . Tit. 1.5 = 7. 2. The Officꝭ 
ic ſelf, even the whole Epiſcopal Power of Ruling and Governing, as well 
as of Preaching, is committed to the Elders of Ephe/ms, A&s 20. 17 = 28. 
who art called to over-ſce and feed the Flock. 3. Neither is- there any 


ein a Commiſſion given 10 Prelats in Scripture, nor are they mention» 


ed in ahy Catalogue of Church Officers, which the Spirit of GOD had 
not omitted, if any ſuch had been Ser in the Church. 4. The End of the 
Miniſtry, which is the Perfecting of the Saints, and the 
Body of CHRIST, Eph. 4. 12. hath been and is attained 
over Miniſters, therefore there is no need of them. 5. The Apoſtles, as 
alſo Timothy and Nita, were extraordinary Officers, and their Work, in ſo 


far as extraordinary, ceaſed with them, 6. The Angels of the Churches 


( beſide that many thipgs in the Revelation are to be taken my N 7 
Rev. 
3 


were not ſingle Perſons, for He of 7hyatirs is ſpoken to in the Plur 
2. * But unte You I ſay, and the reft in Thyatira. 

That there were Ruling Elders diſtin from theſe, who laboured in 
the Word and Doctrine, 1 Tim. J. 17. Rom. 1 2. 6,7, 8. 1 Cor. 18. 28. and 
Deacons appointed to help Miniſters and Ruling Elders, in taking Care of 
the Poor, appears from A#: 6, To them the Apoſtle directs, Philip. 1. 1. 
and their Qualifications are ſet down, 1 Tim. 3.8 — 14. Fromall which 
it is evident, Thir Presby terian Government in the Church, and the Di- 
cipline thereof, ate CHRIS T's own Infticution and Ordinance, - ©  *© 

VI. The preſent Queſtion about the Church's Intrinſick Power, with 
Relation to the Meeting and Acting of her Judicatories, may be feen in 
what follows, 1. The Magiſtrat may not only adviſe with Synods and 
General Aſſemblies, when they are met, but may, by his Authority, oc- 
caſionally, and pro re natd, indict a General Aſſembly of the Church's De- 
legating and Nomination, Ad Auguft 27. Seß. 23. Gen. A 1647. 2, The 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland hath a lawful Priviledge to 
meet once a Year at leaſt, or oftner pro re natd, the Place and Time of 
their Meeting being ſignified to the Magiſtrat, A& 114. Pail. 12. Fa. 6. 
3. The Church of Scotland (as every other Church of CHRIST ) hath 
an Intrinſick Power, or an Inherent Right, to meet ina General Aſſem- 
bly, as often as the Neceſſity of the Church doth require, Time and Place 
being firſt ſignified to the Magiſtrat, in order to the obtaining of his 
Countenance and Protection: Which being denyed, and the Exigence of 
the Church ſo requiring, it is their Duty to meet, tho they ſhould ſuffer 
for ſo doing. 4: The Meeting of che Aſſembly is not to be poſtponed or 
delayed by Proclamation, or other Act of the Magiſttat: They ate to con- 
tinue, when met, until ſuch Affairs of the Church, as ſhall happen to 
come before them, be fully expede ; and their Adjournments de die in Ji 
em, during the Currency of an Aſſembly, is in their own Power and Or- 
have a Negative upon them : ) 
As allo, the Iudiction of a ſubſequent Aſſembly belongs to them, they in 
Duty ecqugiotiog the Magiſtrat therewith, if preſent, befose their con- 
cluding of the fame. 5. Matters concluded by the Church, do carry 


Edifying of the 
without Biſhops 


their full Eccleſiaſtical Authority and Obligation upon all che Members of 


the Church, albeit they ſhould want che Civil Sanction; And no Church 


Judicarvry ought to be reſtricted in Matters Eccleſiaſtical to be handled 
by them. N | | 
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